Syllabus: Spanish 2

Teacher Contact Information  
· Carolyn Grieco
Room 209
carolyn.grieco@chsd117.org
847-395-1421
· http://griecospanish.weebly.com/

·   Spanish 2 – 2nd, 3rd  / Spanish 3 Honors – 1st, 7th, 8th
· Tutoring – Before school (except Mon.), 4th (in ILC), 5th, 6th, after school (except Tues.)

· You must make an appointment in advance or else I might not be available.
“If you talk to a man in a language he understands, that goes to his head.

If you talk to him in his own language, that goes to his heart.”—Nelson Mandela
Mission Statement: "It is our mission to increase students' awareness of our global and diverse society through the learning of world languages.  Students gain a deeper appreciation for other cultures by learning about daily customs and traditions. In order to accomplish our mission, we strive for mastery in the four essential skills of communication--reading, writing, speaking, and listening.  In order to make progress towards this goal, all classes will be conducted in at least 90% of the target language.”

Course Overview: Spanish II                                                                             Elective 9-12, 1 year, 1 credit

Spanish II is an immersion based course designed to allow students to build upon Spanish I material to further develop speaking, listening, reading, and writing skills through the daily use of Spanish. Students will continue to explore basic functions of the language through the cultures and traditions of Spanish-speaking countries. Students will be challenged with more complex and longer tasks than in Spanish I.                                                             Prerequisite: Departmental recommendation. 

Course Topics 
Unit 1- I Need a Vacation!
Essential questions
· Why are vacations important? 
· What is your ideal vacation?

Unit 2- Material World
Essential questions
· What is a necessity? What is a want?

· What does it mean to be a responsible consumer? 
Unit 3- Not All Heroes Wear Capes
Essential questions
· What are the qualities of a hero? Do I share any of these qualities?

· What makes an act heroic?

· Who are some heroes from where Spanish is spoken?

Unit 4- Life in the Big City
Essential questions
· What are some things to do in the city?

· How do people get around in the city?

· How is urban life different from country life?

When our curriculum involves the handling and/or consumption of food, staff will notify students and parents/guardians in advance. Accommodations and/or alternative assignments will be made available for students with documented allergies.  Please contact the classroom teacher or administration with any questions.
*I have several severely food allergic students on my rosters this year.  Please do not bring food into my classroom.  If you need to have eat something for health reasons (ie: regulate blood sugar), please speak with Ms. Grieco to establish a way to do this that will not endanger another classmate.*
Required Class Materials: 
Folder to keep in the classroom

Folder or Binder to take home with you
Notebook exclusive to Spanish class

Steno Pad (purchase one from Ms. Grieco for $1.50)
Pencil, pen, AND dry erase marker
Kleenex (optional but appreciated)
Grade Breakdown: Your grade in world language will be based on what you are able to do with the language. It is a performance-based grade designed to make certain that you are able to use the language in meaningful ways beyond the classroom. Your grade will be calculated as explained below.  
	Percentage
	Category
	What it measures

	30%
	Interpretive

(Reading and Listening)
	The interpretive mode of communication measures how well you understand spoken or written authentic texts. There is no opportunity to interact with others so you must be able to understand the spoken or written text on your own. 

	30%
	Interpersonal

(Mostly Speaking, Occasional Writing)
	The interpersonal mode of communication measures how well you communicate spontaneously with others with the language. You speak or write to exchange information in natural ways and you do not have a chance to script or memorize conversations or dialogues.  

	30%
	Presentational

(Mostly Writing, Occasional Speaking)
	The presentational mode of communication allows you to think about what you will say or write. When writing, you may have time to draft and revise before producing a final product. When speaking, you may be able to rehearse and/or to record multiple times until you are satisfied with the final product. 

	10%
	Learning Checks
	Grades in this category reflect the preparation work that you will do to be ready to use the language in real world ways. Vocabulary or grammar quizzes, class participation, and homework completion count in this category.


Late/Missing Work Policy:  You are expected to turn in all work and meet all deadlines, but there may be times when you will need to turn work in late. If you miss a deadline, you need to fill out a “Homework Excuse Sheet,” on which you will write an alternate date when you plan to turn in the completed assignment.  Assignments/assessments need to be completed by the end of a unit for no late penalty.  If they are completed after the end of a unit, students will receive half credit.  If the assignment is an end of unit project, the student will have 2 weeks to submit the project or else it will only be worth half credit.
  If you fail to turn in your work by the alternate date that you wrote on your excuse sheet, you will be required to schedule a time to come in and complete the assignment.
Absence and Participation:  Students earn participation points each week for actively speaking Spanish and volunteering in class.  Obviously, when you are absent you cannot participate, and participation is critical practice with the language.  Completing missed classwork can earn back points from an absence, but on the chance that the missed work was discussion or conversation based, you may schedule a time to come in and talk with Ms. Grieco to earn back your missed points.  This must be scheduled within 1 week of the participation grade being entered into the gradebook (date will be in gradebook comments).

Retakes:  Students are encouraged to retake formative assessments.  These are assessments that are taken throughout the unit to give students feedback for growth and to help them monitor their progress prior to the end of unit summative assessments.  Examples of formative assessments are quizzes, reading assignments, and small in-class projects, and they will be counted for a grade.  Students may be required to complete additional work and/or attend a tutoring session prior to a retake. Retakes of formative assessments must be completed prior to the end of the unit or the original grade will stand.  End of unit summative assessments may not be retaken.
Classroom Procedures

· Habla español.  During the 90% when the class is conducted in Spanish, EVERYTHING should be in Spanish.  That means you are speaking Spanish even in the conversations you have with your friends.  Once the bell rings, español.  English spoken while the sign says “ESPAÑOL” will count as your 10%, and you will not be given time at the end of class for clarification and housekeeping in English.  If there is an excess of English in the classroom, offenders will be asked to leave the room and wait in the hallway so that the learning environment of the whole class is not compromised.  If you miss significant work while in the hall, you will be assigned a detention to make up what you were unable to accomplish.

· Please be in your seat and ready to learn when the bell rings.  Anyone not in his/her seat when I take attendance will be marked tardy.

· Take notes!  Each day you should write the date on the top of the page in your notebook and write down anything that is written on the board that you do not already know perfectly.  You may need to write additional notes in order to make sense of what was on the board for when you look back at the notes to study.  At the end of each class, write a detailed summary of the day’s class period and what you plan to do between now and the next Spanish class in order to maximize your learning.

· YOU are responsible for making things up from when you are absent.  At the beginning of class on the day that you return, go first to the absent bin and take any papers from the folders that correspond to the days you were absent.  Then, ask a responsible classmate to copy his/her notes from the days you were gone.  At the end of class, come see Srta. Grieco to schedule anything you need to make up for participation, assessments, or other credit you may have missed.

· Cell Phones! – There is a “traffic light” poster on the front board, letting you know if you have permission to use your phone.  When you do not have permission, it should be in your backpack.  If you are caught looking at or using your phone without permission, it will be confiscated and put in “Cell Jail”.  Never remove a phone from jail.  I use 3-strikes for first, second, and subsequent offenses:

1. Assuming a respectful conversation after class, you get your phone back at the end of class.

2. You get your phone back from Srta. Grieco at the end of the school day.

3. A referral to the deans’ office.  You get your phone from the deans’ office at the end of the day.


· DO NOT pack up before the bell.  If you do, you will lose participation points.
· Keep track of your grade by using Infinite Campus online.  Don’t know how?  Just ask!


· If you’d like to sign up for tutoring or retakes, please see Srta. Grieco before or after class to schedule.

· Please keep my room tidy.  Please put dictionaries, whiteboards, writing folders and any other supplies that you use during class back where and how you found them.

· Be aware of emergency procedures.  If you ever forget, these are posted next to the doorway.

· Always be Respectful, Responsible, & Proud.
READ THIS ENTIRE DOCUMENT BEFORE SIGNING!!!!!
Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty in the World Language Classroom
Web Site Translators/Outside Assistance



It is a violation of course policy to use an online translation program to produce work that you present as your own. Using a translator results in work that does not accurately represent your learning of the language; therefore it cannot be submitted for a grade. Students are encouraged to use dictionaries (print or www.wordreference.com) to look up particular terms, or consult the instructor.  Any attempt to take a phrase in one language and use another source to convert the phrase into the target language, including using any form of translation software, is considered cheating. Using a translation program, even to look up individual words is prohibited. 
Online Dictionary vs. Translator – the difference and why it matters

· A dictionary allows you to look up individual terms and their spelling/gender/etc. so that you may use them to create phrases and sentences in which you must apply your knowledge of language and the grammar rules that you have studied. You are demonstrating what you know and what you have learned.
· A translator cheats the process by applying the grammar rules to your English phrase/sentence, thereby showing no thought or work of your own. You are therefore making NO attempt to express yourself in the target language. The same applies if another person performs the translation for you. Do not seek translations from other students, tutors, or native speakers. 
· Even with single words, using a dictionary requires you to know and understand the language in order to use it, whereas a translation program does that work for you.  We want to see your work so that we may assess your strengths and weaknesses and, in turn, adjust teaching content and style accordingly to best help you succeed.
How does your teacher know you used translation software or received outside help?


1. Most translation software makes very predictable errors:

. Some software will translate too literally.

a. It may not recognize the meaning intended, slang, or most idioms.

b. It will not recognize nor correct spelling mistakes.

a. The software often uses structures that have not yet been taught and that you cannot find in a dictionary.

a. We know how much our students know and how capable they are at applying grammar.
a. The student cannot provide evidence in his/her steno pad for where the words/phrases were found.
Copying/Allowing others to copy work


Copying another student’s work is the same as cheating. Allowing someone to copy your work is still cheating and will result in the same outcome. Do not give away your work. It is not worth the consequences and does not benefit your peers in the long run. 
The Consequences:


First-time plagiarism or other cheating violations: discussion with teacher, and the assignment is redone in the 

presence of the teacher or graded with the section in question removed.

Second offenses: a zero on the assignment; the teacher may decide to allow you to redo it in the teacher’s 

presence for partial credit.

Any additional or very serious offenses: written up as academic dishonesty with no option to redo the assignment.  

(See your handbook for details on the school academic dishonesty policy.)
Avoiding Issues: Use what you know. We are not looking for you to write beyond what you have studied. Use the vocabulary provided in class – vocabulary packets are designed to provide you with words and phrases that will help you to be successful on the tasks we assign.

· If you must look something up in a dictionary, be sure to document it carefully in your steno pad.  If it is not in your steno pad, it needs to be in your packet, your class notes, or your brain.  If I question a word in your work that is not in any of those places, I will not be able to grade it.
*** This form has been completely reviewed and discussed during class. By signing on the next page, we indicate that we have fully read this policy and understand plagiarism, its consequences, and how to avoid it in the context of a world language classroom at ACHS. (Please do not sign until any and all questions have been answered.  If you do have questions or concerns, please contact me before signing the next page.)*** 
Dear Parent or Guardian,

Please read the attached pages containing the behavioral expectations, grading procedures, course content, and explanation of academic dishonesty for your child’s world language class.  Once you have reviewed these pages with your child, please contact your child’s teacher with any questions or concerns that you may have.  Please do not sign until any and all questions have been answered.  Once these have been addressed, please sign and return this form with your child.
I, __________________________________ (student’s full name-print), have read and understand the expectations for Spanish class.  I will do my best to follow these expectations.

Student’s Signature_______________________________________________ Date_____________

I, __________________________________ (parent/guardian’s name-print), have read and understand the expectations for Spanish class.  I will do my best to support and guide my student through Spanish this school year.  

Parent/Guardian’s Signature____________________________________ Date_____________

Please use the space below to provide me with any additional information that might be helpful for me as your child’s teacher. I am especially interested in hearing your thoughts on how I can best support your child as a learner in my classroom.  Please feel free to contact me at any time throughout the school year.  I look forward to a great year ahead of us! 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

